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By Raffaele Cipriano 
 
During unusual times we often feel 

the need for a new soundtrack. When we 
face new challenges, when our life takes 
a different course, we usually end up 
changing the playlist on our phone or 
buying a new CD. If we think about our 
parish Masses, something is different 
right now, almost odd: the congregation 
is asked not to sing, but to listen silently 
to the cantor and let the lyrics resonate 
internally. This is necessary but can be 
stifling, especially since the Good 
Shepherd community is fond of its 
music. As a result, Good Shepherd 
leadership thought it was the right 
moment to learn a new Mass. Cantors 
will present the innovative new melodies 
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during the liturgy and the congregation 
will learn by listening. 

Identifying the right Mass in which to 
introduce this musical experience was 
challenging. Good Shepherd has a 
diverse and passionate musical 
sensitivity, and this is what makes the 
musical experience in our church so 
exciting and unique. This is also what 
made it difficult to choose a new piece of 
music for the parish.  

During several meetings over two 
months, the Music Committee analyzed 
and discussed 13 different masses, 
narrowing the selection down to four 
finalists. After feedback from the music 
groups and parish representatives, the 
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committee unanimously chose the Mass 
of Glory by Hurd and Canedo. 

“The Mass of Glory will become part 
of the Good Shepherd repertoire for 
years to come, joining other beloved 
Masses,” said Music Director Raffaele 
Cipriano. “Some of us may be familiar 
with the old setting of this Mass since it 
is in our Spirit and Song hymnal. For 
many years our parish has sung 
‘Alleluia, Give the Glory,’ which is the 
gospel acclamation for this Mass.” 

Raffaele noted that many reasons 
made the Mass of Glory stand apart from 
other options—engaging melodies, 
challenging harmonies, upbeat rhythm 
and an intriguing modern gospel 
style. “The melodies flow naturally, 
sometimes featuring catchy refrains, and 
are easy to remember,” he stated. “The 
Mass is scored with four-part harmonies 
with many jazz harmonic progressions.” 

 Raffaele continued, “The rhythm has 
a swing feel, conveying an upbeat mood 
that easily engages people of different 
musical backgrounds. The overall sound 
is gospel/jazzy, with an American 
musical signature that is not present in 
any of the Masses in our current 
repertoire.” 

Musicians already began introducing 
the new Mass, adding one part each 
Sunday. On July 19, the congregation 
listened to the Holy and on July 26 the 
Mystery of Faith. Following those will 
be the Amen, the Lamb of God, the 
Gospel acclamation and finally the Glory 
to God on August 22. 

“If you are eager to become more 
familiar with the new music, recordings 
of the Mass of Glory are available on 
YouTube and the weekly Flocknotes will 
provide appropriate listening links,” 
Raffaele said. “Enjoy this new musical 
learning experience!” 

With	its	upbeat	feeling	and	jazzy	rhythm,	this	Mass	will	add	a	new	musical	
style	to	our	celebrations.	Listen	to	the	Holy	

at	www.youtube.com/watch?v=vXHKGkjEVNs. 
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By Ruth Misiewicz 
 
We’ve all heard: “When you want to 

get something done, ask a busy person.” 
Well, that old adage is certainly true in 
the case of Brad Roder. With the 
retirement of Director of 
Administrative Services/Deacon 
Steve Lemons, Brad recently 
accepted the responsibilities and 
the new title of Director of 
Facilities at Good Shepherd. 

Brad began working as 
parish custodian in July 2015 
when he replaced Tom White, 
who retired after 37 years of 
service to the parish. Taking 
care of a 90,000-square-foot 
facility is no easy task. Some of 
his duties include maintaining 
equipment, keeping the buildings clean 
and orderly, and making sure that all of 
our fire and safety equipment and 
lighting are up to code for fire 
inspections. He also conducts fire drills 
and responds to any alarms.  

His summers are spent ensuring that 
every room in the school is ready for 
students in the fall. During the school 
year, his focus shifts to address the needs 
of the school: preparing the school 
before students arrive, assisting at pick-
up and drop-off, setting up for and 
cleaning after lunches and events, fixing 
desks and classroom equipment, and 
generally being available for any 
emergencies.  

In addition to his custodial duties, 
Brad takes on responsibility for all 
project bids and their execution, vendor 
relationships, operational efficiency and 
preventive and routine maintenance 
plans, as well as membership on the 
Facilities Council.  

 “I think back to the awesome 
improvements that have occurred in my 
five years, such as the Narthex 
improvements in lighting, carpet, and 
decor or our beautiful and unique 
Baptismal font,” Brad noted. “I will love 
seeing our parish’s visions through to 
completion and knowing I had a part in 
helping make it happen for future people 
to see and enjoy.” 

Steve and Brad had been each other’s 
“right-hand man” over the years, but 
Brad admits that losing Steve’s support 

Staff member Brad Roder takes on new responsibilities  
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and experience will be one of his biggest 
challenges.  

 “I have some big shoes to fill and 
really won’t have anyone on hand to 

assist, so taking on those 
duties and/or finding 
assistance from 
parishioners, students, co-
workers and others might 
be the biggest change on 
the custodial side,” Brad 
stated.  

Needless to say, the 
coronavirus pandemic has 
added a whole new layer of 
challenges for Brad as well.  

 “With the new 
guidelines in place, I had to change a 
few cleaning chemicals and find more 
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thorough and efficient ways of covering 
larger areas more often. I think we made 
the right decisions to take a break from 
being open and keep ourselves distanced 
and safe,” he said. “The extra effort and 
precaution is worth the safety and health 
of our people.”   

Continued Brad: “I'm excited to 
tackle the new opportunity and to 
increase my responsibilities to serve the 
‘Herd.’ I am overwhelmed by the 
encouraging support I have received 
from our priests, the facilities council, 
my co-workers and the parish 
community. The Good Shepherd parish 
means a lot to me and my family. I 
intend to do my very best to humbly 
serve and keep our parish facility 
running smoothly.” 
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In normal years, Good Shepherd 
Parish would be sending delegates to 
visit our sister community, El Buen 
Pastor in El Salvador. The coronavirus 
pandemic may keep us physically from 
being together, but our hearts continue to 
be joined as one in solidarity and 
prayers! 

Throughout June, the El Salvador 
Ministry sent funds to El Buen Pastor to 
purchase food for the families. Each 
family received basic food items in the 
amount of $10. The Directiva purchases 
the items in bulk, dividing them equally 
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among 31 households. This food 
distribution helps to feed each family for 
a week. The photos showcase families 
receiving their bags of groceries in early 
June.		

Parish provides food for El Buen Pastor 
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By Kathy Werly 
 

Have you been to the church office 
lately? The answer is probably no, 
thanks to the coronavirus pandemic.  
However, if you had been able to enter 
the office, you would have seen a 
familiar face and wondered what she was 
doing behind the desk. 

That familiar face is long-time 
parishioner Linda Nelson, and she is 
behind the desk because she was recently 
hired at Good Shepherd. The new job is 
actually a blended position still looking 
for an official title so we’ll just say 
Linda deals with “money matters.” Linda 
explained that she will be 
“handling all of the 
accounting for the church 
and school and preparing 
monthly financial 
statements for presentation 
to the Parish Finance 
Committee.” She 
primarily learned the 
ropes of her new job from 
Rebecca Coldicutt, who 
transitioned to a new role 
outside the parish. 

Linda is well qualified for her new 
position. She has been a Certified Public 
Accountant since 1984 and has put her 
skills to work for various public 
accounting firms as well as private 
businesses. Most recently, she had her 
own accounting and income tax 
consulting practice; but work is only one 
part of her life.    

Linda said the most important part of 
her life is family. She and her husband 

Linda Nelson accepts financial role with parish 
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Gary have been married for 38 years 
and have two adult children—Dave, a 
fourth-year medical resident, and 
Jenny, an elementary schoolteacher. 
Gary is retired after working for 
General Motors-Fairfax as an Industrial 
Engineer for his 41-year career.  

The family joined Good Shepherd 
in 2002 and soon became active 
members. Linda has volunteered for 
Lollapalooza and Fall Festival silent 
auctions, Women’s Day Retreat 
planning and confirmation preparation 
classes. Gary sings in the adult choir. 

When she’s not working or 
volunteering, Linda likes to 
travel for fun. Linda noted that 
the family provides her and 
Gary with good excuses to do 
just that. For example, when 
Jenny was in France teaching 
English to French-speaking 
students, they traveled to 
France. When Dave spent a 
month working at a hospital in 
Ireland, they visited Ireland. 

Because they love to travel, Linda and 
Gary have been back and forth to 
Europe many times with local trips 
throughout the United States as well.  

Now you know a little bit more 
about a familiar face and why it’s in a 
new place. Linda said she is looking 
forward to putting names to new faces 
and seeing familiar ones as she serves 
the parish in a new way.	
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By Brad Roder 
 
There is no better time than during 

one’s youth to begin forming good 
citizens of the Catholic faith. And there 
is no better way to build character and 
strength while exploring teenagers’ 
potential than through good hard work. 

Fr. Ashmore continued the 
formation of Good Shepherd’s Young 
Adult group over the summer months by 
offering eighth through 12th graders the 
chance to get their hands dirty by 
bringing them together on projects to 
help the community while also getting 
closer to Christ.  

"Our goal has been to give our 
students something to do during this 
strange summer and to make connections 
with the youth in our parish," Fr. 
Ashmore stated. "The students come 
together, pray and then work around the 
parish. This way, they can feel more 
committed to the parish and start to see 
themselves as part of our larger 
community." 

Father asked some parish leaders and 
the Facility Council to provide projects 
around the church and community where 
students might learn a little about giving 
of themselves for the greater good. The 
enthusiastic crew of junior high and high 
school students began tackling the tasks 
on hot, July Wednesday evenings at 6:30 
p.m. and plan to continue through 
August. 

In their first week together, the group 
gathered for a short meet and greet and 
prayer with Fr. Kent and Fr. Ashmore, 
followed by instructions from youth 
group adult leaders. In no time, the 
group of about 20 students accumulated 
seven truckloads of weeds, brush, limbs 
and waste from parish grounds. During 
week two the students provided a much 
needed coat of fresh paint to school 
playground equipment. Volunteers wear 
closed toe shoes and face masks to 
protect themselves. 

"We've had a lot of fun," said 
student-helper Kyle Meade. "It has been 
great to just spend some time with 
friends and accomplish something that 
helps out the community" 

The crew is open to any suggestions 
of help that may be needed throughout 
the community, especially where many 

Youth group grows in faith while doing good deeds  
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hands could be used to lessen the 
load of a needy parishioner.  

Contact Fr Ashmore at 
frashmore@gsshawnee.org or 
Brad Roder at 
broder@gsshawnee.org if you 
know of a need in August.   
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By Ruth Misiewicz  
and Mary Morin 
 
The featured Outreach ministry is the 
Food Kitchen.  

• Ministry: Members of Good 
Shepherd parish prepare lunch to 
feed the hungry on the third 
Tuesday of every month at the Food 
Kitchen housed at the Wilhelmina 
Gill Services Center (also known as 
the St. Mary’s Food Kitchen) in 
Kansas City, Kansas.  

 
• Results: Due to the coronavirus 

pandemic, volunteers prepared 
sandwiches, bagged all items, 
loaded boxes onto trucks and 
delivered them to the site for 
distribution. Each sack lunch 
contained a sandwich of ham salad, 
turkey and cheese, or peanut butter 
and jelly; apples, oranges, bananas, 
mandarin oranges or a container of 
sliced peaches; chips; three 
homemade cookies and a bottle of 
water. This meal was provided to 
817 people, 176 of whom were 
children.  
 
Over a 76-day period, St. Mary’s 
served 42,764 people—5,844 of 
them children.  
 

• Faith in Action: For 36 years, Good 
Shepherd parishioners have been 
fulfilling the Corporal Work of 
Mercy to feed the hungry through 
this ministry.  
 

• Thank you: “There 

Hands	and	Feet	of	Christ June and July Catholic 
Charities food truck results 

On July 18, Good Shepherd 
contributed 69 bags/boxes of food and 
$363 in cash to the Catholic Charities 
food pantry drive. On June 27, Good 
Shepherd contributed 112 bags of food 
and $360 in cash contributions. Although 
total donations were less than in the past 
few months, any donations are much 
needed. In May, Good Shepherd donated 
278 bags (2,465 pounds) of food and 
$1,831 in cash.  

Good Shepherd sponsors the drives 
in response to an enormous need by the 
archdiocese because of the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic.  

The food truck was stationed just 
outside the east entrance of the church 
for both drives. Because of social-
distancing mandates, parishioners drove 
up and were greeted by masked and 
gloved volunteers who retrieved the 
donations and cash. Of particular need 
were pasta, pasta sauce, rice, peanut 
butter, cereal, oatmeal, canned chicken 
or tuna, canned fruit, applesauce and 
pancake mix.  

Thank you for your generosity, 
which directly supports one of the 
Corporal Works of Mercy — Feed the 
Hungry. Please remember that your 
contributions are needed now more than 
ever as the number of positive pandemic 
cases in Kansas is on the rise.  

If you are interested in volunteering 
for future food drives for Catholic 
Charities, use the Sign Up Genius 
included in “This Week at Good 
Shepherd” weekly emails. The parish 
will do a better job of getting the word 
out about the upcoming August food 
truck. Stay tuned! 
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are a number of volunteers−usually 
12-15 preparing the food, with a 
flurry of activity in making 
sandwiches on a Monday, and then 
getting them wrapped and packed 
into bags and on trucks on a 
Tuesday morning,” Ministry co-
chair Marcia Mielke said. “Six to 
seven men have been driving their 
trucks, beds filled with lunches, to 
the food kitchen. It has become 
quite a production.” 
 
Special thanks to the delivery 
drivers and the Gast family, Erin 
Meade and Chloe Morgan — all 
young adults becoming great 
volunteers!  

For the third month in a row, food 
kitchen coordinators Marcia and 
Ruth Owens requested cookies for 
sack lunches, with the response 
“once again being generous,” Ruth 
noted. Thanks to the more than 60 
bakers who delivered 3,000 
wonderful homemade cookies 
despite the hot weather. 

• Response: “We appreciate everyone 
who has helped us in any way,” 
Marcia noted. “The monetary 
support and the prayers of the Good 
Shepherd community have gotten us 
through these recent challenges.”  
 

• Contact: If you are interested in 
assisting with this effort in the 

future, please contact Marcia 
at mielkemarcia@aol.com or 
Ruth Owens at 
rowens4853@gmail.com. 

The Good Shepherd 
community would like to 
welcome Deacon Tom 
Greer. Look for more 
information about Deacon 
Tom in a future issue of The 
Shepherd’s Call. 
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Joshua Acosta-Gonazalez 
Estephania Aguilar Guzman 
Mariana Aguilar Guzman 
Blake Aldridge 
Marlene Alvarex-Hernandez 
Simon Assouad 
Kiley Barikmo 
Dylan Becerra Vazquez 
Jared Becerra Vazquez 
Britney Beltran Molina 
Jasmin Bervena Maya 
Olive Bishop 
Kyle Bognich 
Gianna Bosco 
Dominic Bolanos Cruz 
Robert Burns 
Alan Conde 
Allison Conde 
Danna Conde Dominguez 
Bennett Daly 
Erin Davis 
Samuel DeAnda Keega 
Vanessa De la Rosa 
Andrew Dorado Ortiz 
Abby Dvorak 
Sara Elian Inguanzo 
Amando Escareno 
Mason Etler 
Cassanova Flores 
Eros Flores 
Kimberly FrancoAmy Gallegos 
Erin Galvin 
Camila Garcia Moreno 
Baleria Garcia Godinez 
Andy Garcia Perez 
Denise Gonzalez Sanchez 
Emmanuel Grabs 
Leonardo Gudiel-Velasquez 
Anabel Guerra 
Carlos Hernandez 
Sofia Hernandez Montanez 
Addison Hernandez Santos 
Andrea Hernandez Torres 
Daniel Hernandez Torres 
Hudson Hessler 
Macie Hipsher 
Jherik Horta Munoz 
Alexander Icard 
Lana Icard 
Natalia Iniguez 
Betziada Jimenez 
Karen Jimenez 
Liliana Jimenez 
Danielle Kliethermes 
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Anna Lien 
Kaylee Lopez Jimenez 
Maria Lopez Saldana 
Ridley MacPherson 
Maeve Mahoney 
Lillian Malich 
Marco Marquez 
Isidro Martin Armenta 
Camila Martinez 
Colin McGlinn 
Maria Menjivar 
Esteban Morales Moguel 
Aurelia Neaderhiser 
Maura Neihouse 
Fatima Nunez 
Susana Ortega-Aguilar 
Angela Padilla 
Alison Ramirez Reyna 
Angela Rangel 
Orlando Rangel Torres 
Jayden Raso 
Milena Reinert 
Cameron Reyes 
Cassidy Richter 
Ellianna Runnebaum 
Sophia Salas  
Brian Samples 
Jonathon Schmitz 
Anthony Silvestre Ogaz 
Maeve Sojka 
Allison Solis Franco 
Kolbe Teeter 
Justin Toribio Lara 
Ryan Wacker 
Colton Wagner 
Margaret Wiehe 
Nelli Zolutukhina 
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Zurich Allen 
William Arnold 
Alexa Avila 
Valerie Avila 
Evelyn Bachamp 
Ashlyn Bellmyer 
Chrystal Benitez 
Anna Berardo 
Kevin Bervena 
Mya Bolton 
Nathan Brune 
Oscar Cabellero Romero 
Emily Cardenas Gonzalez 
Max Chmel 
Sydney Chmel 
Abigail Coker 
Diego Conde 
Emerson de la Rosa 
Kevin de la Rosa 
Liam Delaney 
Aimar Diaz Lopez 
Jaylee Downing 
Angel Duron Borjas 
Ana Escareno 
Samuel Escareno 
Angie Fernandez Alvarez 
Misael Figueroa 
Conner Flynn Walker 
Pedro Garcia 
Elaine Gast 
Gerardo Giron-Garza 
Alan Gomex Morales 
Jendy Gonzalez 
Eddna Guillen 
Sophia Hance 
Brogan Hessler 
Ociel Hernandez Gonzalez 
Jordan Hipsher 
Brian Horta Munoz 
Emmanuel Jaime 
Valeria Jaime 

Celebrating the Sacraments 
Congratulations to the individuals who recently received the Holy Sacraments of Communion and Confirmation: 
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Grace Keeney 
Madeline Knapp 
Michael Knaussman 
Anna Leonard 
Austen Lopez 
Brianna Lopez Nava 
Alejandra Loya 
Brandon Lozano 
Michelle Madrigal 
Brandon Mancilla 
Axel Marquez 
Ana Martin 
Diego Martin de Campo 
Eduardo Martin del Campo 
Giovanni Mata 
John Matney 
Maxwell Meyer 
Merry Miguel Mendoza 
Alexandra Moragues 
Adriana Morales Moguel 
Chloe Morgan 
Abigail Paprocki 
Ana Parra Rosales 
Anthony Perez Torres 
Andrea Perez Torres 
Angeli Pina Ramirez 
Katherine Price 
Maria Ramirez 
Melani Reyes Eliodoro 
Gilberto Reyes 
Anna Rhodus 
Stephanie Robledo 
Mendoza 
Parola Robles 
Monica Rocha 
Diego Rocha Cruz 
Alexis Rodrigues 
Dulce Rodriguez 
Kaitlyn Rongish 
Malcohm Russell 
Gael Salas 
Ximena Saucedo 
Ruben Sierra Cardenas 
Jude Sojka 
Nicole Surface 
Julia Talley 
Miguel Tapia Becerra 
Kieryn Thilking 
Ximena Tinoco 
Mia Torres 
Olivia Valenzuela 
Ashely Ventura Aldaba 
Alexis Vipond 
Alexzander Wright 

First	Communion	 Confirmation	

First	Communion	and	Confirmation	
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Catheryn Beltra Molina 
Rene Bolanos Cruz 
Jacquelin Garcia 
Jesus Garcia 
Jordy Garcia 
Abigail Guzman Gomez 
Erika Hernandez 
Andres Jimenez Jr. 
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Joseph Jimenez 
Omar Lopez 
Oscar Lopez Saldana 
Nestor Mancilla 
Jose Rangel 
Jonathon Raso 
Sophia Rishworth 
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Following are the meeting minutes 
from the June 2020 Parish Council 
meeting. There was no council meeting 
in July. 

 
By Mary Mueller 

 
Mike Meurer of the Finance 

Council introduced Lauren Larson, the 
new Finance Council representative to 
the Parish Council.  

Dan Frank provided an update on 
Communities in Solidarity. He has been 
in talks with Fr. Michael Hermes from 
St. Paul’s in Olathe and Fr. Oswaldo 
Sandoval, pastor at Holy Cross in 
Overland Park. This group and outreach 
is going to pursue a county-wide focus 
as the three parishes are designated as 
Hispanic Ministry Centers in Johnson 
County. A major area of focus will likely 
be to identify Hispanic immigrants. The 
top five priorities for this group will be 
identified in August.  

Dawn Grabs reported that the 
Evangelization Commission’s “Building 
Connections in Christ” endeavor to 
contact every parish member during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Every person in 
the parish has been contacted.  Through 
the process of calling, approximately 100 
numbers were discovered to be no longer 
in service. If you were not contacted or 
your phone number has changed, please 
contact Elizabeth Steinbacher at 913-
272-8193 or unicornjunkie@gmail.com; 
Debbie Eisenhower at 913-709-9718 or 
deisenhower58@gmail.com; or for 
Spanish Diana Navarro at 913-594-
3562. 

A key part of Good Shepherd’s 
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Strategic Plan is that vision for the 
parish will come from and be led by the 
congregation, in cooperation with our 
priests and staff. On August 6 from 7-9 
p.m, the parish will hold a visioning and 
leadership evening for parish 
commissions and council. You are 
invited to help determine the course of 
our parish. Participating in this meeting 
offers you an opportunity to share your 
vision, thoughts or questions and to hear 
what others are thinking. At this 
meeting, in addition to setting goals for 
the year, leadership roles for a number 
of commissions will be discerned, 
including chair, co-chair and parish 
council representative for 
Evangelization. Participation 
does not mean you must consider taking 
a leadership role. 

Fr. Kent provided updates on Good 
Shepherd staffing. With deacon Steve 
Lemons retiring and transferring as 
Deacon to Holy Trinity Parish in Lenexa 
and Rebecca Coldicutt accepting a 
position at Church of the Nativity in 
Leaweed, Linda Nelson has been hired 
as the new bookkeeper.  Brad Roder 
will take over the facilities portion of 
Steve’s job and Mary Mueller will 
incorporate the human resources 
elements into her position, as well as 
focus on Adult Formation and RCIA. 
Fr. Ashmore will be directing middle 
school and high school ministries. 

Also in attendance at the meeting 
were Lauren Larson, John Sigle, Ruth 
Misiewicz, Joe Ruszczyk, Richard 
Gray, Dan Frank, John Kelble, Robb 
Garr, Fr. Nicholas Ashmore, John 
Donat (seminarian) and Mary Mueller.  

Parish Council meeting minutes 
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Following is a summary from the 
July Evangelization Commission 
meeting. 

The Evangelization Commission’s 
initiatives are divided into three areas: 
welcoming people, connecting people 
(building relationships), and inspiring 

Evangelization Commission cur rent top initiatives 
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people in their faith and discipleship 
journey. 

“In doing this we keep in mind the 
three arenas Pope Francis has identified: 
active parishioners, those on the 
periphery and those disconnected from 
God or the Church,” said Chair Kristina 
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Frank. “Whenever appropriate, we look 
for opportunities for our Hispanic and 
Anglo communities to pray and work 
together.”  

One current initiative is Building 
Connections in Christ/ Ministerio de 
Salud. This Welcoming and Connecting 
project has involved about 65 people 
making calls in either English or Spanish 
to all parish households to check in, 
provide information and offer support. 
The calls were well received and some 
needs were identified, including requests 
for prayer and for support in other ways. 
The team has kept track of updates for 
the parish directory and is sharing that 
information with Susan Havranek.  

“Because of the continuing 
pandemic, commission members agreed 
that it’s important to make another round 
of calls to parish members to help them 
know their community remembers them 
and cares,” Kristina noted. Additional 
callers are needed.  

Another focus initiative is Called and 
Gifted, an Inspiring program with a 
record of enlivening individuals, 
families, parishes and communities as 
people identify their charisms and are 
empowered to act upon them. Good 
Shepherd has four facilitators who 
attended training and can facilitate small 
groups and conduct gifts interviews. A 
number of parishioners have been doing 
exploratory trials of the online program. 
The Archdiocese is purchasing access to 
Called & Gifted, which will allow the 
church to offer the program at a reduced 
rate. The commission will prepare a 
rollout of the program, which will 
include small group meetings and follow 
up. 

The commission is looking at other 
ways to reach out to the church 
community and beyond and will provide 
updates as they become available.  

In attendance at the meeting were: 
Diana Navarro, Catalina Izquierdo, 
Kristel Hladky, Karen Larson, Debbie 
Eisenhower, Donna Cornett, Eileen 
Manza, Tonya Gast, Kristi Livingston, 
Dawn Grabs and Kristina Frank.  
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New Members 
Nick Alford 
7110 Lackman Rd., Apt. 507 
 
Barbara Childress 
6765 Rene St. 
Children: Johnny, Bryce, Reece 
 
James & Andrea Coiner 
21628 W. 93rd Terrace 
Child: Lukas 
 
Charles & Dawn Emerson 
15501 W. 89th Place 
Children: Peyton, Charles 
 
Tyler Gochenour 
11145 W. 76th Terr., Apt. 4514 
 
Jay Hynes & Michele Logan-Hynes  
6780 Rene St. 
 
Garrett & Jenna McCoy 
7240 Rene St. 
 
Justin & Brooke Pottorf 
115 Terrace Trail W. 
Children: Hudson, Jackson 
 
Elizabeth Thompson 
22713 W. 72nd Terrace 
Child: Nathaniel 
 
Travis & Emily Thurman 
16018 W. 79th Terrace 
Child: Lilly 
 
Haley Wofford 
20229 W. 90th Terrace 
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Jacob & Britney Young 
9165 W. 121st Pl., Apt. 411 
Child: Kaylani 
 
Matthew & Ann Zimmerman 
4845 Alden St.  
 
Baptisms 
Koko Steffi Agbodan 
Parents: Eteh & Jeanne Agbodan 
 
Quinn Marie Schermoly 
Parents: Thomas & Rachel 
Schermoly 
 
Addison Rose Marie Hammer 
Parents: Aaron & Melissa Hammer 
 
Benjamin Arthur Wessel 
Parents: Leslie & Jessica Wessel 
 
Isla Myers 
Parents: Anthony & Abby Myers 
 
Marriages 
Brittany Ross & Kyle Masek 
May 23 
 
Mia Rosinski & Jacob Meurer  
June 13 
 
Audrey Gleason & Charles Kominski 
June 20  
 
Deaths 
Virginia Zumalt  March 9 
 
Bill Fleming   April 17 
 
Larry Ishum  June 6 

1

By Ruth Misiewicz 
 
May 30 marked the beginning of 

another season for the New Roots for 
Refugees Farmer’s Market at Good 
Shepherd. And it was great to welcome 
back our farmers−Win Mar and Tin Tun. 
Likewise, they were equally thrilled to 
see familiar faces at the parish. Win Mar 
greeted customers with a smile, saying, 
“Hello, friend! I missed you!” 

Unfortunately, with Mass attendance 
restricted due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the farmer’s market does not 
have the usual amount of foot traffic or 
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sales. Win Mar and Tin Tun are 
undeterred, however. They continue to 
bring a beautiful display of freshly 
harvested, locally grown, organic 
produce each Sunday from 8:30 a.m. to 
noon. 

Win Mar and Tin Tun are refugees 
from Myanmar (Burma). They lived 
many years in a refugee camp in 
Thailand before resettling in the United 
States. Through a partnership between 
Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas 
and Cultivate KC, the couple farms a 
small plot of land in Kansas City, 
Kansas. They are then connected with an 
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outlet to sell their vegetables. Good 
Shepherd is their primary selling site. 
Without our support, their ability to 
sustain themselves is impossible. 

Carol Page attended the farmer’s 
market that first day bearing yellow 
roses for the family. She feels a special 
connection with them.  

“We lived in Malaysia and visited 
Thailand several times. We visited a 
small village where Myanmar refuges 
were living in Thailand. There were 
mostly children in the camp because 
their parents were working,” Carol 
noted. “There was a ‘school’ with half 
the roof gone and some books on a table. 
Even though they had very little, they 
were trying to provide an education for 
the children so they could have better 
opportunities for their futures.” 

She continued, “For Win Mar and 
Tin Tun, growing and selling produce 
gives them a chance to earn a living and 

preserve their dignity instead of just 
receiving a hand out.” 

Added Peggy Smith, “I support the 
farmer's market because the vegetables 
are fresh with a nice variety, it is 
convenient and we are supporting a 
family that is an extension of the Good 
Shepherd community.” 

Be sure to save time each Sunday 
morning to visit Good Shepherd’s 
farmer’s market and stock up on healthy 
veggies to last the week. If you are 
interested in trying something new, 
recipes for many of the items can be 
found at 

 
and 
https://newrootsforrefugees.org/greens/ 
or in print at the market. Happy 
shopping! 
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By Diane Schell 
 
Good Shepherd Parish is grateful for 

the dedication and commitment it takes 
to be an active part of the Music Ministry 
during busy high school years. Following 
are a few graduating high school seniors 
whose contributions we deeply 
appreciate. (Because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, many graduations were 
canceled or postponed.)  

Stephanie Madrigal graduated from 
Mill Valley High School, where she was 
in the Spanish 
Honors Society and 
Psychology Club, 
and also played 
soccer. In addition 
to her school 
activities, Stephanie 
has been part of a 
Hispanic Music 
Ministry since she 
was in fifth grade. She became active in 
the Good Shepherd Spanish ensemble 
since its inception in 2015. She shares 
her gifts of singing, playing the flute and 
bass at the Sunday 12:15 p.m. Mass as 
well as during bilingual celebrations. 
Stephanie is grateful she “learned to play 
these instruments at a young age so she 
can serve God and play with her whole 
heart.” She will attend Newman 
University in Wichita, Kansas.  

Abby VanWalleghem graduated 
from Bishop Miege High School, where 
she participated in four school musicals 
and sang in a barbershop quartet. She 
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entered State voice competitions and 
participated in Music Association 
Competitions, 
earning a superior 
rating in both. She 
was also active in 
the Kairos Retreat 
Program as a 
leader in our faith. 
She has been a 
member of the 
Rhythm of Christ 
group for four years. Abby will attend 
Benedictine College in Atchison, 
Kansas, where she plans to participate in 
their choir while majoring in psychology 
and attending law school. 

Juan Francisco Pineda Gomez 
graduated from Shawnee Mission 
Northwest High 
School. He played 
violin with the 
Rhythm of Christ 
group while he 
played in his 
school orchestra. 
He has been a 
lector since the 
fifth grade and 
also serves as a 
Eucharistic 
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Minister. He participated in a variety of 
different clubs, including the debate 
team and student council, and played a 
variety of sports. He was involved in 
the Biotechnology 
program, which 
earned him an 
internship at KU 
Medical Center. 
There, he 
conducted research 
on head and neck 
cancer. He will 
continue to study 
Biomedical Engineering as well as 
Political Science at K-State in 
Manhattan, Kansas. 

 Liz Conley graduated from St. 
James Academy, where she 
participated in band, lacrosse and 
volleyball. She was involved in student 
leadership serving as a house and 
community captain. To serve her faith 
community she played clarinet with the 
Rhythm of Christ group for four years 
and was a Eucharistic Minister at St. 
James. She will attend Benedictine 
College in Atchison, Kansas, where she 
will study nursing and play lacrosse.  

May God’s blessings be upon these 
students and their future endeavors.  

 
By Brad Roder 

 
Through its annual Baby Bottle project the Knights of Columbus collects 

monetary donations from Good Shepherd parishioners and distributes the funds to 
local organizations that educate, advise, aid and assist in the battle for the lives of 
unborn children. 

This year's collection will be directed to 
the Wyandotte Pregnancy Center, a Catholic 
organization in Kansas committed to 
supporting women facing unplanned 
pregnancies. 

Although contributions were hindered 
this year by the parish shut down due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, parishioners donated $1,200 toward the cause primarily 
through the Faith Direct online giving platform. Traditionally, churchgoers would 
have filled baby bottles with money and taken them to weekend Masses throughout 
the spring. Last year, the Knights collected more than $6,000. 

The Knights, Good Shepherd and The Wyandotte Pregnancy Clinic thank 
everyone who so generously donated to this important cause. 

	

Calling all volunteers! 

The Shepherd’s Call monthly 
newsletter is in desperate need 
of volunteers to write articles 
and take photos. The time 
commitment should be no more 
than a few hours each month. 
Please prayerfully consider 
donating your time and talent 
to this important 
communication tool. To 
volunteer or submit story 
ideas, contact Editor Michele 
Logan-Hynes at 
micheleloganhynes@gmail.com. 
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By Samantha Roy 
 
Good Shepherd School hosted a Baccalaureate 

service in unique fashion combining a prayer service, 
scholarship/awards ceremony and graduation in one 
event on Wednesday, June 24. Graduates and 
immediate family attended the ceremony, excited to be 
together as a community.   

In the pews, each student had an envelope with 
individual awards given by their teachers. The awards 
recognized students’ outstanding academic perfor-
mance, area of talent and service to the school.  

 The event opened with a video highlighting each 
student with descriptive adjectives created by their 
classmates and teacher, a description of where each 
student would attend high school and photos of the 
class of 2020 from kindergarten through eighth grade.  

Principal Ann McGuff made great effort to 
acknowledge each student for their unique gifts, her 
connection with each one individually and the time 
they had at Good Shepherd. She spoke about the class 
of 2020 as a close- knit group that was honest, athletic 
and had a wonderful sense of humor. She was also 
proud that they were an extremely driven group that 
performed well academically. Finally, Mrs. McGuff 
shared how loyal they were in supporting one another 
through the loss of a classmate in second grade as well 
as a parent during fourth grade.  

She spoke about the loss of Teresa Puthoor and 
what an amazing young girl she was. Mrs. McGuff said 
Teresa always had a smile on her face, gave wonderful 
hugs and who during her few years at Good Shepherd 
touched each of her classmates and the staff.  Teresa’s 
picture held a place of honor in the classrooms each 
year and she was considered a huge part of the class of 
2020—being included on their class shirt as well as in 
their memory book.  

A new plaque was created to commemorate Teresa 
that will be added to the memorial bench in front of the 
school. The Puthoors made a small gift for each 
student and were grateful for Mrs. McGuff’s kind 
words.  
 
Scholarships 

During the ceremony, Bishop Miege High School, 
St. James Academy and St. Thomas Aquinas High 
School awarded 20 scholarships to students based on 
academic performance and service. 

The Knights of Columbus Scholarship, which is 

Class of 2020 celebrates accomplishments 

School News 
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based on essay responses, grades and letters of 
recommendations were given to Abby Coker, Sophia 
Hance, Abby Paprocki and Katie Price. 

The PTO provides a scholarship to two eighth 
grade students based on academic achievement, school 
involve-ment and a response to two essays. They were 
awarded to Sophia Hance and Chloe Morgan.  

The Good Shepherd staff funds the RAM 
Scholarship, which recognizes a student who 
throughout their time at Good Shepherd School 
displays immense respect, a positive attitude and great 
motivation. The scholarship was awarded to Kieryn 
Thilking.  

 
Awards 

Ellie Gast received the Christian Leadership 
Award, given when an individual stands out for their 
exemplary service to the school, parish and 
community.  

Finally, the Gentle Shepherd Award was given to a 
female and male student who was like Christ the 
Gentle Shepherd. Class of 2020 students anonymously 
nominated these individuals via detailed responses as 
to why these students merited the recognition. Katie 
Price and Austen Lopez were given this honor.   

As each family left church they were greeted on the 
patio by the entire Good Shepherd School staff wishing 
them well for the future. Families commented how 
happy they were that the service was well-planned, 
personalized and thoughtful. 
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By Ellen McAndrews 
 

    The Learning Club of Kansas City, 
Kansas (KCK) has been offering an 
after-school educational program for 
inner-city children since 2002. Director 
Brad Grabs was inspired to help inner-
city youths after two teenagers mugged 
and assaulted Brad on a Sunday 
afternoon near his home in KCK. As his 
anger and fear gave way to compassion 
and hope, Brad gave up his career as a 
teacher at Rockhurst High School and 
started the Learning Club for inner-city 
youth.  

“I see so much anger. Whenever 
there is a crime, there’s an obvious 
victim, but the perpetrator is also a 
victim,” said Brad, who is a Good 
Shepherd parishioner. “Once young 
people are involved in crime, it’s hard 
for them to get out of it. It corrupts their 
spirit. It hurts them in their own way.” 
He noted that too many kids the same 
age as his assailants have no one to help 
them occupy their time.   

The Learning Club first opened in the 
previous home of Blessed Sacrament 
School with the goal to create an 
environment where children enjoy 
learning and become more whole 
through life-skills training.  

“We want each child and volunteer to 
feel a personal connection with one 
another, enriching the lives of both. The 
Learning Club is fun and successful 
because it is a community of people who 
care about one another,” Brad stated. 
“The years of service from many Good 
Shepherd volunteers have been a vital 
part of our success, and we are grateful 
to every one of them,”  

Many parishioners also help sustain 
the club as donors. For example, in 2014 
the club was a recipient of proceeds from 
Good Shepherd’s Trivia Night. Students 
in Kid’s Creed have had several 
fundraisers for the club. “Our success 
and growth have largely been due to the 
solid foundation that Good Shepherd 
parishioners have provided for the past 
l8 years—hundreds of students have 
benefited,” he remarked.  

The Learning Club educates inner-city youths and provides life-skills training	

2

From its inception, the club has 
strived to serve as many inner-city 
youths as possible. The club currently 
helps more than 163 students at six 
different sites in both Kansas and 
Missouri. With the exception of Blessed 
Sacrament, the other sites are in public 
housing community centers at Juniper 
Gardens, Chalet Manor, St. Margaret’s, 
Cyrus K. Holiday and Pemberton Park. 

Although initially a program for 
elementary students, the club has since 
expanded to include high school 
students. There are 90 high school 
interns who provide service to 
elementary school children. These 

interns earn real life job experience as 
well as a stipend. Extensive training, 
support in personal and professional 
development − including college 
readiness − is provided. Scholarships are 
available to interns pursuing careers in 
education.    

Coping with a pandemic 
When students on Spring Break the 

week of March 9, everyone thought they 
would see one another two weeks later. 
Unfortunately, the coronavirus pandemic 
had other plans. Brad and his staff 
grappled with how to serve the children 
while safely social distancing. As soon 
as possible, plans were made to deliver 
food, books and activity packets to 
students, with many Good Shepherd 
parishioners donating the items. 

Frank Martin, former Good Shepherd 
parishioner, organized a food drive in his 
neighborhood. “I placed a plastic 
garbage can on my porch and neighbors 
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contributed at their convenience. Some 
people also wrote checks to help the 
club.” 

Brad added, “We’ve also helped 
some families address individual needs 
related to the crisis, such as referring 
them to healthcare providers and 
providing guidance on how to access 
organizations and agencies that help 
families in need.”  

Zoom sessions were planned for 
students and tutors. “Zoom has been a 
wonderful avenue for me to stay 
connected with my student, Jamarih. I 
am able to catch up on what is happening 
in his life, provide math tutoring and 
work on his favorite activity: trivia,” said 
volunteer Ellen McAndrews. Many 
tutors wrote letters to their students, 
enclosing worksheets, books or other 
relevant material. Volunteers made 
masks for students, baked cookies or 
provided snacks and food to send home.  

As of June 1, students have met at all 
six sites. To help ensure everyone’s 
safety, group sizes are kept to 10 
students or less and everyone is required 
to wear a mask. Hands are sanitized 
often and snacks are sent home with 
students rather than consumed on site. 
Each student was given a reusable water 
bottle. One-on-one tutoring is planned 
for August, depending on Centers for 
Disease Control guidelines and local 
authorities. 

“We will likely make some 
modifications to help ensure the health 
and safety of students, tutors and staff, 
but we hope to be able to resume our 
basic model of tutoring,” Brad said.   

Of particular need right now are 
books featuring children of color and 
Frisbees to encourage the students to 
play outdoors. The items can be mailed 
to The Learning Club, 225 Troup 
Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas 66104. If 
you are interested in becoming involved 
with The Learning Club, contact 
Volunteer Coordinator Mikala Sullivan 
at msullivan@LearningClubKCK.org.   


